Those, who are accustomed to the task of reviewing, know full well how much more easy it is to analyse and report upon certain works than upon others. In many cases where some difficulty is experienced, this arises not so much from the abstruse and unattractive nature of the subject discussed, nor yet from the extent and intricacy of the details that are necessarily advanced, as from the want of a lucid exposition and an orderly arrangement on the part of the author. Some men have the happy tact of enucleating every subject that they take in hand; they quickly perceive where the germ or kernel is lodged; and, without spending much time in minutely examining each separate envelope with which it may be invested, they proceed to the core at once; and this they do so cleverly "that others are surprised at their own want of skill in waiting to be taught. But the thing is not so easy as might be imagined; for the dexterity, that is so much admired, is the result not of inconsiderate rashness, but of previous patient and elaborate practice. He, who can get quickly at the pith and substance of a work that he reads, has been at one time, we may rest assured,*a laborious and pains-taking student: his very quickness is the offspring of past toil. This prompt perception of the truth is a most important qualification in any one who aims at being a lucid and instructive writer; and it is from the too common want of it that so many of our
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There may, for example, be a plethora of the vessels, and the blood may be, at the same time, unduly rich and fibrinous ; or there may be a highly excitable condition of the nervous system, and a consequent proclivity to the development of various spasmodic and neuralgic symptoms. Again, the hereditary constitution of the patient should be studied ; the maladies from which he has previously suffered ; the mode of life he has followed; the season of the year; the medical constitution of the atmosphere, and so-forth. When we think of all these things, is it not obvious that the same line of Treatment cannot possibly be appropriate in every one of those various, and often too very different, maladies that have been so unnaturally forced together and congregated under one general appellation ? At all events, let not the practice that is followed be regulated by a mere name, and directed against a shifting phantom ; but let all the existing phenomena in each individual case be diligently and minutely investigated for themselves. Then will the medical treatment be alike more rational and successful; we shall no more hear of specifics for Gout.
From the preceding pages, the reader will doubtless be enabled to judge for himself of the general character of Dr. Robertson's work. We have freely expressed our own opinion, and have canvassed its merits without partiality or prejudice. The therapeutic directions for the treatment and prevention of Gout are, on the whole, excellent, and may therefore be read with advantage by every one.
